American School - Preparing FIS students for a
new dawn.

KG - Growing Success:
Cultivating Kindergarten Readiness in KG1 and KG2

Kindergarten, in both KG1 and KG2, holds a unique space in American education. It's
not just about preparation for Grade 1 and Common Core State Standards (CCSS);
it's a vibrant garden where curiosity blossoms, social skills sprout, and a love for
learning takes root. Let's explore the key learning areas and anticipated outcomes that
nurture this journey, preparing young minds for a smooth transition to Grade 1.:

Language Arts:

Playful Literacy: through songs, rhymes, stories, and engaging
activities, children develop phonemic awareness, alphabet knowledge, and
early reading skills.

Expressive Communication: they build confidence in speaking and
listening, asking questions, sharing ideas, and participating in conversations.

Emergent Writing: using crayons, markers, and simple prompts, children
experiment with letter formation, word play, and storytelling through pictures
and scribbles.

Mathematics:

Counting and Number Sense: children explore numbers through
songs, games, and everyday experiences, building a foundation for
counting, ordering, and basic operations.

Shapes and Spatial Reasoning: they discover colours, shapes, sizes, and
positions through play, construction, and exploration, developing spatial
awareness.

Problem Solving and Playful Thinking: kindergarten math encourages
creative approaches to real-world challenges, nurturing critical thinking and
problem-solving skills.

Science and Social Studies:

Curious Explorers: children cultivate a sense of wonder about the world
around them, asking questions, making observations, and engaging in simple
investigations.



« Community and Belonging: they learn about themselves, their families, and
their role within the classroom and community, fostering social and emotional
connections.

e Exploring Our World: through stories, songs, and hands-on
activities, children gain basic knowledge about geography, weather,
animals, and the natural world.

Physical Development and Creativity:

e Big and Small Muscles: Kindergarten promotes active play, gross motor skills
development, and coordination through games, outdoor activities, and
movement exercises.

e Fine Motor Skills for Learning: activities like drawing, painting, cutting, and
playing with manipulatives strengthen fine motor skills, crucial for future writing
and learning.

« Unleashing Creativity: Kindergarten is a vibrant space for artistic expression
through music, dance, drama, and visual arts, nurturing imagination and
emotional development.

Through the preparation in KG readiness for the next stage of their educational
journey should see most be able to:

e Recognize and write most letter sounds.
« Read simple texts with fluency and comprehension.
« Solve basic addition and subtraction problems.

e« Ask questions, make observations, and participate in simple scientific
investigations.

o Express themselves clearly and confidently.
« Demonstrate social and emotional awareness.
e Move with coordination and engage in healthy physical activities.

o Express themselves creatively through various artistic mediums.

Transitioning to Grade 1: prepared with these key skills and a love for learning,
children smoothly transition to Grade 1 sees them begin being nurtured for the more
rigorous expectations of the CCSS. They embrace reading fluency, delve deeper into
mathematics concepts, and engage in more complex scientific and social studies
explorations. The foundation built in KG1 and KG2 empowers them to take on the
challenges of Grade 1 with confidence and curiosity.



Embracing Curiosity, Cultivating Excellence:

An Overview of the American Curriculum for Grades 1-9 under the Common Core
State Standards (CCSS).

The Common Core State Standards (CCSS) offer a set of learning expectations for
Mathematics and English Language Arts (ELA) in American schools from kindergarten
to Grade 12. the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) act as a roadmap, guiding
your child's academic journey from Grades 1 through 12. This framework champions
critical thinking, deep understanding, and real-world application, ensuring students
graduate prepared for college, career, and lifelong learning. Think of it as a shared
commitment across states to cultivate well-rounded individuals who can confidently
navigate the complexities of tomorrow.

Dive deeper with us and come and speak with our FIS team! Explore how the CCSS
unlocks potential across core subjects like language arts and mathematics, fosters
scientific inquiry, and encourages responsible citizenship. Discover the specific goals
for each grade level, along with the exciting paths these standards pave for your child's
future success. Let's embark on this educational adventure together, where curiosity
thrives, and knowledge empowers!

The CCSS have guided curriculum development and ensure consistency in
educational quality across the country. Toady many states have further built upon the
original 2010 standards to bring a local understanding of their Americanism. Let us try
to Egyptianize ours.

Grades 1-3 Foundational Skills

These grades establish strong building blocks for future learning. Students build:

« Reading: fluency, comprehension, vocabulary, and understanding of different
text types.

o Writing: narrative, informative, and opinion writing skills through clear
organization, strong vocabulary, and proper grammar.

« Mathematics: counting, place value, basic operations, problem-solving, and
critical thinking skills.

e Science: understanding the natural world through  observation,
experimentation, and research.

e Social Studies: Exploring history, geography, and government with a focus on
civic responsibility.



Grades 4-5 Building Knowledge and Deeper Understanding

The curriculum emphasizes comprehension, analysis, and application of knowledge.
Students:

« Read and analyse complex texts: fiction, non-fiction, poetry, and
informational texts across various genres.

« Write with clarity and purpose: argumentative, research, and informative
writing with emphasis on logic and evidence.

« Apply mathematical concepts: solve multi-step problems, utilize different
representations of numbers, and explore geometry and measurement.

e Conduct scientific investigations: formulate  hypotheses, design
experiments, analyse data, and draw conclusions.

« Examine historical events and social structures: develop critical thinking
and engage in discussions about citizenship and ethical decision-making.

Grades 6-8 Expanding Horizons and Refining Skills

The curriculum delves deeper into complex concepts and independent learning.
Students:

e Analyse and interpret sophisticated texts: engage with challenging literary
elements, argumentative writing, and complex informational materials.

« Write persuasively and effectively: master research skills, cite evidence, and
present arguments logically.

« Apply algebra and geometry: solve equations, work with functions, explore
spatial relationships, and utilize problem-solving strategies.

e Conduct scientific inquiry: design-controlled experiments, analyse data, and
develop explanations for natural phenomena.

« Examine historical processes and global forces: analyse primary sources,
understand diverse perspectives, and engage in historical debates.

Grades 9 Preparing for High School and Beyond

This year serves as a bridge between middle and high school, strengthening key skills
and introducing advanced concepts. Students:

e Master literary analysis and argumentative writing: analyze complex texts,
engage in critical discussions, and write persuasive essays.

e Integrate algebra and geometry: solve multi-step problems, apply
mathematical models to real-world situations, and prepare for higher-level
mathematics.



e Conduct scientific research: design independent investigations, analyse data
statistically, and communicate scientific findings effectively.

e Study US history and global issues: analyze primary sources, understand
diverse perspectives, and develop critical thinking skills for global citizenship.

Overall, the CCSS from Grade 1 to Grade 9 emphasizes:

e Rigorous content: building knowledge and understanding across core
subjects.

o Critical thinking and problem-solving: encouraging analysis, application,
and creativity.

« Communication and collaboration: fostering effective communication skills
and teamwork.

e« College and career readiness: preparing students for success in higher
education and various career paths.

Grades 10-12 (College and Career Readiness):

The CCSS framework ends at Grade 12, but high school curriculum in the US also
includes elements not directly addressed by the standards. Here's a breakdown of
what you can expect in these crucial years:

Continuing Focus on Core Subjects:

« English Language Arts: deepen literary analysis skills, explore diverse
themes and genres, refine research and argumentative writing, and prepare for
standardized tests like the SAT or ACT.

« Mathematics: advance through higher-level courses Ilike Algebra II,
Trigonometry, Calculus, and Statistics, applying mathematical concepts to
various real-world contexts.

e Science: engage in advanced laboratory experiments, research projects, and
explore specialized fields like Biology, Chemistry, Physics, and Environmental
Science

e Social Studies: analyze major historical periods and global issues, delve into
government and economics, and cultivate critical thinking for informed
citizenship.

Beyond the CCSS:

o Electives: high school offers a wider range of subjects for diverse
interests, including fine-arts, music, performing arts, foreign
languages, vocational training, and technology courses.



e Advanced Placement (AP) and International Baccalaureate (IB)
programs: these rigorous programs offer college-level coursework and exams
for motivated students seeking college credit or admission to competitive
universities.

o Career and Technical Education (CTE): explore career pathways through
hands-on learning experiences in fields like healthcare, engineering, automotive
technology, and computer science.

e Internships and Work-Based Learning: gain real-world experience through
internships, service-learning projects, and other opportunities outside the
classroom.

Expanding Horizons: Beyond the Core in the American Curriculum

While core subjects like English, Math, Science, and Social Studies lay the foundation
for a strong academic base, the American curriculum recognizes the importance of a
holistic education that nurtures diverse talents and fosters well-rounded individuals.
Let's dive into some essential non-core subjects that enrich the learning experience:

Modern Foreign Languages: opening a window to other cultures and perspectives,
language learning enhances communication skills, cognitive flexibility, and empathy.
Whether French or German students can broaden their horizons alongside their
Arabic, connect with diverse communities, and appreciate the nuances of global
communication.

Art: Unleashing creativity and imagination, art education takes students beyond the
canvas. Exploring visual arts, music, dance, and drama, they refine their aesthetic
sensibilities, practice self-expression, and learn to collaborate effectively. Art fosters
critical thinking, problem-solving, and cultural awareness, enriching their inner world
and preparing them for various career paths.

Physical Education (PE): movement becomes a celebration of the body and mind in
PE. Students develop essential motor skills, build healthy habits, and learn the
importance of teamwork and fair play. PE fosters positive self-esteem, stress
management, and a lifelong appreciation for physical activity, contributing to their
overall well-being.

Computer Science: in today's digital world, coding and technology literacy are no
longer optional. Through engaging computer science programs, students learn to think
critically, solve problems creatively, and become confident users and even creators of
technology. These skills empower them to navigate the digital landscape, explore
innovative fields, and contribute to the ever-evolving technological landscape.

These non-core subjects play a vital role in fostering a holistic education. They
complement the core curriculum by:



o Developing essential skills: communication, collaboration, critical
thinking, problem-solving, and creativity are nurtured across diverse
subjects, preparing students for success in various spheres of life.

o Exploring personal interests: students discover their passions and hidden
talents, boosting confidence and motivating them to delve deeper into areas
they find fulfilling.

e Preparing for a diverse future: the skills and knowledge gained from non-
core subjects ensure students are adaptable and equipped to thrive in a
rapidly changing world.

As an FIS American student, they should graduate with a Lifelong
learning experience which fosters a love for learning, critical
thinking, and problem-solving skills that equip students for

success in a rapidly changing world.



